(A) What organisms have
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Bilaterian
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Cnidaria

All animal clades have a mix of shared and unique
complex traits. Given that most zoology focuses on
bilaterians, we mainly look for their traits (purple
circle) even in nonbilaterians.
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(8) What we see

Bilateria

Porifera

By centering our perspective on bilaterians, we miss
the unique traits that exist outside the group. This
makes it seem as if non-bilateria are less complex
and have only a subset of traits found in bilaterians.
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are for the sampled tree with the highest likelihood (1,000 searches, log which we collected new data are shown in green.



